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Overview

In this lecture | will discuss the evolution of distinctive aspects of
human biology including long periods of gestation and lactation,
a late age of sexual maturation, investment in multiple children
at once, and the rare trait of menopause. In parallel, | will discuss
several co-evolved aspects of human behavior including our
intensive parental investment strategies that must account

for our unusually helpless and dependent infants, the unique
developmental stage of childhood which enables prolonged
social learning, the need to support children in adult social
competition, and our species-typical dependence on help from
fathers and other allomothers.

| will begin with the evolution of these patterns across the
transition from apes to humans, then explore how human life
history has interacted with emerging subsistence ecologies to
shape different patterns of behavior and demography across
time. In particular, | will explore the Neolithic transition from
foraging to agriculture as well as the ongoing process of market
transition in which human ways of life have become increasingly
integrated with and dependent on the global market economy.
We will discuss the causal mechanisms underlying both
demographic transitions, aiming to understand how the transition
to agriculture likely increased both mortality and fertility while the
transition to industrialization shaped economic systems, health
technology, culture, and the marriage market in ways that have
motivated people around the world to reduce their fertility. | will
conclude by discussing the implications of human life history for
ongoing patterns of fertility and behavior in the modern market
integrated contexts which are quickly becoming the norm for
most people on the planet.
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